
For much of the past century, spinning wheels and other artifacts associated with clothing and textiles have played key roles in 
large landscapes of mythmaking about early American women’s labor. But romantic installations long present in historic sites 
are increasingly being replaced by new interpretative strategies that bring current historiography to life in museum settings. 
What are some of the emerging best practices, and why do they matter to understanding women’s lives today?
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Marla Miller (Director, Public History Program and Professor of History, 
UMass Amherst) specializes in early American women’s work. Her 
publications explore how gender, class, and craft skill shape U.S. women’s 
labor. Recent books include Betsy Ross and the Making of America (Holt, 
2010) and Entangled Lives: Labor, Livelihood, and Landscapes of Change in 
Rural Massachusetts (Johns Hopkins, 2019).


